[Production and control of water quality for hemodialysis].
Certain substances present in drinking water can harm hemodialysis patients if they are not removed before the preparation of the dialysate. An optimal water treatment system includes tap water pretreatment and a double reverse osmosis process. Every component, including the delivery of the treated water to the dialysis machines, contributes to preventing chemical and microbiological contamination. Quality standards for dialysis water do not differ from those for intravenous drug safety and the progress toward the goals depends on practical solutions to important issues, including how the standard is to be applied and whether it should be limited to substances with well-documented toxicity in hemodialysis patients, and how microbiological contaminants should be handled. Meeting the standards for the new dialysis methods and membranes requires protocols for the development of a facility-specific quality management system to ensure dialysate quality based on the validation of system performance coupled with routine monitoring and periodic revalidation.